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Five Year Outlook Artists

Gita Ghei creates site-speci ¢ work, which focuses on the
celebration of strength in diversity and essential forces of nature,
with kinetic, solar electric and living plant elements. In her studio
foundry, Flux Casting Access, she teaches the ancient art of lost
wax. Her recent public work on the East Side in St. Paul, exhibits
narratives of watershed, migration and photosynthesis. She is
currently creating a public artwork for the Oliver Kelley Farm in Elk
River, a Minnesota State Historic Site. Gita believes public art can
inspire stewardship and appreciation of our shared environment.

Randy Walkerhas created nationally-recognized public art
commissions that respond to speci ¢ sites in concept and

form. Through both temporary and permanent projects, he has
collaborated with architects, engineers, fabricators, and community
members to realize projects on many scales that reveal an unseen
dimension of their speci c contexts. He says, ”to my astonishment,
projects take on a life beyond the nished product. The stories,
histories, and experiences

of my collaborators and
members of the public who
witness the installations are
all woven, metaphorically

into the dense layers | seek
artistically.” Randy’s artistic
re-creation of a beloved

old playground structure,
Return Journey, can be

found in Brackett Park. For
more examples of his work,
visit his website at www.
randywalkerarts.com.

City of Minneapolis

The City of Minneapolis department of Community Planning and
Economic Development and it's Long Range Planning Division

led the 5-Year Outlook process. Long Range Planning prepares anc
maintains the City’s comprehensive plan, small area plans, themati
plans, and strategic planning initiatives. The Division conducts
research, oversees public art initiatives, models public realm and
urban design principles, guides development, manages historic
preservation studies, and partners on projects to implement
adopted plans.

Long Range Planning’s Public Art Program features:
x New Commissions through Art in Public Places;

X The conservation and maintenance of the City’s collection
of nearly 70 works located in all parts of Minneapolis, which
can be found on an interactive map at arg.si/mplsart

X Support to other departments and agencies developing
public facilities, infrastructure, and public art projects;

x Permits to neighborhoods and community groups for art
projects in the public realm.

The Minneapolis Arts Commission is charged with annually
approving the 5-Year Outlook. The Commission was chartered in
1974 with the mission to strengthen the arts and enrich cultural
life in Minneapolis. The seventeen-member Commission consists
of ve artists, ve arts administrators and seven laypersons

with consideration given to geographic distribution, arts
experience, connections with the community, ethnic diversity and
representation from a range of artistic disciplines. Commission
members are appointed by the City Council and Mayor for up to
three consecutive three-year terms.

The Commission’s Public Art Advisory Panel reviewed and
commented on drafts of the 5-Year Outlook. The Panel consists

of two artists, an arts administrator, an architect or landscape
architect, three Arts Commissioners, two engineers or technical
representatives, one planner or developer, and three community
representatives. The panel interprets and reviews proposed public
art projects based on adopted criteria and technical considerations
and makes recommendations to the Arts Commission.

Thank you to the Finance Department, Mike Abeln and the
members of Capital Long Range Improvement Committee for
providing access to budget requests and allowing Gita and Randy
to observe Department presentations to the Committee.

Thank you also to the sta in Public Works, Property Services and
the Minneapolis Park and Recreation Board for participating in
the process, cooperating with the artists and providing feedback
on priorities.

Above Photos:
Gita Ghei at The Listening Leaves, Frogtown Farms in Saint Paul

Randy Walker @bream Elevator, City of St. Louis Park
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